
Psychiatric disturbances in
Prader-Willi Syndrome

Felice Iasevoli
Ambulatorio per le Farmacoresistenze in Psichiatria

UOSD Psichiatria e Psicofarmacoresistenze
Responsabile: prof. Andrea de Bartolomeis



Behavioral Features in PWS

• Intellectual disability
• Language difficulties
• Autistic conducts
• Temper tantrums
• Stubborness
• Impulsivity, irritability, emotional liability
• Self-injury (mostly: skin-picking)























Possible Therapeutic Approaches
• Antipsychotics

• Only limited studies with risperidone
• Risk of weight increase

• SSRI
• No obvious improvement of OCD, mood disorders, or food intake
• Risk of increased outbursts

• Topiramate
• Reports of good efficacy on temper tantrums and food intake
• Risk of inducing psychotic symptoms and irritability

• N-acetyl-cysteine
• Found to be effective against skin-picking

• Mood stabilizers
• No studies at the moment


